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About the Author 
Sir Brian Barder, KCMG, had a distinguished career in the British Diplomatic Service, serving as ambassador to Ethiopia, 
the Republic of Bénin, and Poland, and as high commissioner to Nigeria and Australia. A former founding member with 
judicial status of the Special Immigration Appeals Commission, he has a popular blog 
(http://www.barder.com/ephems). He is an honorary visiting fellow at the University of Leicester Department of 
Politics and International Relations. 

Praise for What Diplomats Do 
“I have no hesitation in saying that I know of no other book on diplomacy which is so 
instructive as to procedure, entertaining in its examples, vivid and engaging in its 

style, massively authoritative, and original in its structure…”—G. R. Berridge, 

Emeritus Professor of International Politics, University of Leicester and Senior 

Fellow, DiploFoundation 

 
“…For students of international relations, the book offers great value, breathing life into 

what they would have learnt in abstract fashion.”  —Professor Emeritus Ambassador 

Kishan Rana, former Indian ambassador, writer, teacher and honorary fellow, Institute of 
Chinese Studies, Delhi 
 
“I know of no comparable book, let alone one providing an insider’s view of what, from 
day to day, diplomats actually do, what this feels like, and what impact it has on the life of 
the diplomat and his or her family. I will be strongly recommending this most readable and 

interesting book as essential reading for all my diplomatic studies students.” —Dr Lorna 

Lloyd, Senior Research Fellow in International Relations, Keele University    
 
“…I think it excellent and certainly will plan to use it in my Diplomacy course.  I found 

reading its chapters irresistible, like eating peanuts. And it is candid and fun.” —Alan 

Henrikson, Lee E. Dirks Professor of Diplomatic History, The Fletcher School of Law and 
Diplomacy, Tufts University. 
 
“It does … what it promises: it tells you exactly what it’s like to be a diplomat and what sort 

of challenges you face on an every-day basis…” —Sir Ivor Roberts KCMG FCIL, President of 

Trinity College, Oxford University, former British ambassador to Yugoslavia, Ireland and 
Italy 
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